
Friends of the Greene County Library, Inc. 
Minutes of July 9, 2014 

Board of Directors Meeting 
 

The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance were Board members Lisa Thomas, Kathy 
Ladika, Marissa Holmes, Greene County Library Branch Manager Ginny Reese, and guests 
Betsy Martin and Mary Jo Sopelak. 
 
Board Member Update:  Betsy Martin and Mary Jo Sopelak were voted in as members of the 
Board of Directors.  Lisa Thomas was voted in as Membership Secretary and Mary Jo Sopelak 
was voted in as Secretary. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: The Friends checking account balance is currently $2537.08. After the 
expenses of the Summer Reading Program Kick-off are disbursed, the balance will be $1827.29; 
these include $339 to Charlottesville Inflatables and $60 for miscellaneous supplies. Additional 
expenditures were $300 for WDC Camp books and $13 for the Bibliophiles.  Deposits of $80 
have been added since the April 9, 2014 meeting from Friends membership donations. 
Expenditures were approved for $200 to mount posters for library display, $100 to the 
Bibliophile group for snacks, $125 to the Rapunzels group for supplies, and $400 for library 
grounds garden supplies for the year.  A Teen Advisory Board program entitled “Introduction to 
HTML” taught by Kim Wilkins was supported by the appropriation of $70. 
 
Library Garden:   Volunteers have renovated the reading garden using ornamental rocks, 
adding new plants, power washing the brick, and mulching and weeding the plant beds.  
 
Encouraging Participation in the Friends Group:  A vote passed to discontinue maintenance 
of the Friends Facebook page. Development and dissemination of the Friends Newsletter will 
continue.  The adult summer reading program pamphlet for 2014 also includes information on 
the Friends group.  Ginny Reese volunteered to contact the Greene Record to add the Friends 
meetings to the Calendar of Events, which may also tie into the Daily Progress newspaper event 
calendar. Meetings of the Board are open to the public and are scheduled bimonthly on the 2nd 
Wednesday evening, starting at 7 pm. 
 
Summer Reading Program Kick-off:  Approximately 350 people attended the event on June 9, 
2014.  Activities included an inflatable bounce house, a petting zoo, a reptile petting zoo, face 
painting, temporary tattoos, live music, ice cream, popcorn, and juggling and unicycle 
entertainment.  More indoor activities will be scheduled for next year to draw people inside to 
explore the library. 
 
  



Youth Development Camp:  This 5-week summer camp was for children entering the 3rd and 
4th grade in the Fall semester.   A donation of $300 to the Youth Development Council was spent 
on books for the camp. Teen Advisory Board volunteers helped with a camp field trip to the 
library during which everyone that didn’t already have one, signed up for a library card.  It was 
emphasized that the library is THEIR library and with privilege comes responsibilities.  A 
second visit is scheduled for the camp participants. 
 
Little Free Library: There was discussion on how to promote the Little Free Library and 
encourage the sense of community and sharing of loved books.  Some of the ideas discussed 
have since been implemented, including shifting the location and providing more signage about 
the spirit and intent of the program. 
 
Friends Annual Meeting:  The annual meeting is on the 2nd Wednesday in November (Nov. 12, 
2014).  Ideas for possible programs were discussed.  A decision on the program will be needed 
prior to the Sept. Friends meeting and will be accomplished via email communication.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.  The next Board meeting is scheduled for the 2nd 
Wednesday in September (Sept. 10, 2014).  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Jo Sopelak 
Friends of the Greene County Library, Inc.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


