
Friends of the Library 

Meeting January 15, 2014 

Minutes 

Present: Directors, Karen Fink, Kathy Ladika, Marissa Holmes, Lisa Thomas and Library Branch Manager, 
Ginny Reese.   

Guest: Summer Sage 

Treasurer’s Report: Our account is now at Pioneer Bank.  Karen and Marissa are the signers on the 
account.  The current balance is: 2,367.73.  Marissa deposited 220.00 for Friends and 110.00 needs to be 
deposited. Marissa is also noting the 100.00 donations in order for FOL to send a thank you note.  It is 
also a helpful reminder to the donor for tax purposes. 

Monies spent:  

3.06 Film Series  

15.66 Bibliophiles 

26.10 Rapunzels 

182.89 Halloween Party (under-budget) 

44.60 Saturday Programs 

100.00 gift card was given to Jude for her presentation during our Annual meeting.  

Marissa also mentioned the 990N Tax Exempt form that needs completed online.  

Annual Meeting: Ginny reported that we received lots of positive feedback from Jude’s presentation. 
Several people inquired about recipes that were then copied and distributed. Marissa also stated Jude 
was thankful for the gift and enjoyed the event. 

Online Communication: Kathy noticed The Friends of the Library link is in need of updated information.  
A current list of Directors and meeting minutes need posted on a regular basis.  Lisa Thomas will forward 
minutes to Ginny and Karen who will then direct them to Stella Pool who posts to Friends of Library 
website.  Karen offered to incorporate some new information she has learned recently to work on the 
FOL Facebook page. 

New Directors and Job Descriptions: We still some vacancies for Director Positions.  Karen mentioned 
waiting to create job descriptions until others have joined us.  As a board, we would like to have others 
join and contribute to the meeting. 

Speaker: Summer Sage, Family to Family Local Network Coordinator for VCU 

Summer spoke of the importance for families of special needs children to have connections and 
resources in the community. The organization she works for is a free service used to help others 
navigate through questions concerning their special needs child. Summer inquired about utilizing a 



space at the library.  It would be open to the community for questions parents may have concerning 
their child. It would help grow the Navigator base (those who continue to share their experience to 
reach more families).  The board discussed end of February goal but thought spring was a better option 
to begin utilizing the room and FOL co-sponsorship for advertising and promoting purposes. The FOL 
would co-sponsor a meet and greet.  Karen mentioned placing this information in the FOL e-newsletter.  
Directors also gave Summer several other community contacts. 

Summer also spoke of the need to purchase more current special needs books in the library.  Ginny 
referred Summer to M. Dickens who takes book requests.  Also mentioned the Film Series as a possible 
avenue to show a movie and have a speaker. 

Festival of the Books:  We discussed our options for Festival of the Books on March 19-23. We would 
prefer to present our author and book on Friday evening of that week.  It seems to be more of a family 
friendly time.  Jen Swann Downey is publishing the book Ninja Librarians.  We have received an advance 
readers copy.  However, our concern is promoting a book that may or may not be released at the time 
of the festival.  Karen will inquire about this concern.  We discussed needing at least 30 Advanced 
Reader Copies. We would like to distribute the copies to teachers in the schools to help with promotion.  
Our second possibility is an author from Richmond, A.B. Westrick.  The book is called Brotherhood and 
the setting is during the civil war.  

Next meeting: FOL will communicate via e-mail to discuss refreshments and cake for Festival of the 
Books.  We will decide if another meeting is necessary to discuss responsibilities that may need to be 
assigned for Festival of the Books.   

 

 

 

 

 


