
A Lesson Before Dying  J-MRL  Quiz! 
 

Your Name _______________________________________________ 

Branch         __________________    Phone/Email______________________ 

____ 1.  Where does the novel take place? 
a. In eastern Mississippi 
b. On a former plantation in Louisiana 

c. In Baton Rouge 
d. Near Gainesville, Florida  

____2.  Why does Grant refuse to go to the trial? 

a. He knew what the outcome would be. 
b. He did not want to sit in the “Negroes” section 
c. He has never liked Jefferson 

d. He is spending the weekend with his girlfriend, Vivian 
_____3.  Why does Jefferson say he took the money from the cash register? 

a. Because he needed it and he thought no one would know 

b. Because he forgot that Brother put it in his pocket 
c. Because he felt he had earned it 
d. Because he wanted to buy his Nanna a present 

_____4.  What reason does Jefferson’s lawyer give for sparing Jefferson’s life? 
a. He did not intend to kill anyone 
b. The children of the town should not have to witness an execution 

c. His conviction will set an unfortunate precedent 
d. He is no better than a fool or a hog 

_____5.   What is Miss Emma’s relation to Jefferson? 

a. Older sister 
b. Godmother 
c. Aunt 

d. Grandmother 
_____6.  What does Grant Wiggins teach? 

a. High school 
b. A remedial reading course 

c. Math and science for adults 
d. Primer through sixth grades 

_____7.  Where is Grant’s school located? 

a. In a storeroom of a bar 
b. In the church 
c. Next to the Pichot barn 

d. A block away from the white school 
_____8.  What does Jefferson want for his last supper? 

a. A gallon of ice cream 

b. Gumbo 
c. Chicken and dumplings 
d. Nothing 

_____9.  Sheriff Guidry warns Grant that he will lose his visiting privileges if which of the fol-
lowing happens 

a. There is any sign of aggravation in Jefferson 

b. He doesn’t agree to help Guidry control Jefferson 
c. He continues to disrespect the deputies 
d. Grant doesn’t share homemade goodies with the Sheriff 

_____10.  True of False:  Jefferson is completely illiterate.   
 

Don’t forget to put your name and contact information at the top.  Turn this 

quiz into your library by March 15th for a chance to win a prize!  Good Luck!   


