
Cookery 

Food plays an important role in the 

novel A Lesson Before Dying, 

specifically gumbo.  Here are some suggestions 

for books on Louisiana cookery. 

Chef Paul Prudhomme's Fork in the Road : A Different Direction 
in Cooking, by Paul Prudhomme (641.5638 Prudhomme) 

Crescent City Cooking : Unforgettable Recipes from Susan Spicer's 
New Orleans, by Susan Spicer (641.59763 Spicer) 

Emeril's Delmonico : A New Orleans Restaurant With a Past, 
by  Emeril Lagasse (641.59763 Legasse) 

Emeril's New New Orleans Cooking, by Emeril Lagasse and 
Jessie Tirsch (641.59763 Legasse) 

The New Orleans Cookbook : Creole, Cajun, and Louisiana 
French Recipes Past and Present, by Rima Collin & 
Richard Collin (641.59 Collin) 

Radio Programs 

Jefferson’s radio provides the 

inmate with an outlet to the 

world he’s left behind.  Check 

out some of the library’s rather extensive 

collection of radio shows.  Use “radio 

programs” as a subject search in the catalog to 

browse the collection.  Here are just a few 

selections: 

Agatha Christie's Casebook Mysteries, by Agatha Christie (TB 
CD Christie) 

The Best of 1945, The Smithsonian Collection (TB CD 791 
Best) 

Old-time Radio's Greatest Mysteries, (TB CD Old-time) 

Stop the Press!:  Tales of Reporters on the Radio (TB CD 791) 

Don't Be a Leaf, by Jean Shepherd (TB CD 791 Shepherd) 

Green Hornet and Kato (TB CD 791 Green) 
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difference between what they think 

you are and what you can be.." 

(chapter 24) 

A Lesson  

Before Dying  
Suggestions for  

Further Reading  
available through the  

Jefferson Madison  

Regional Library  

www.jmrl.org  

Ways to experience the story of  

A Lesson Before Dying  

Read it:  We have copies of the 

novel in the Adult fiction section  

Listen to it:  We have audio ver-

sions on tape and CD  

Watch it:  We have the movie on 

DVD 

Capital Punishment 
òI was thereñbut I wasnõt really there.ó 

(Chapter 1) 

Jefferson is sentenced to death in Ernest Gaines A 
Lesson Before Dying.  Here are a few titles in the li-
braryõs collection that discuss the death penalty. 

Anatomy of an Exeuction: The Life and Death of Douglas 
Christopher Thomas, by Todd C. Peppers and Laura 
Trevvett Anderson  (364.66 Peppers) 

Crime and Capital Punishment, by Robert H. Loeb, Jr. 
(364.6 Loeb) 

Dead Man Walking : An Eyewitness Account of the Peath Pen-
alty in the United States, by Helen Prejean (364.66 Pre-
jean) 

The Death Penalty : Opposing Viewpoints, by David L. 
Bender & Bruno Leone, series editors ; Carol 
Wekesser, book editor (364.66 Death) 

Just Revenge : Costs and Consequences of the Death Penalty, by 
Mark Costanzo (364.66 Costanzo) 

 

 

Did you know... 
One piece of inspiration for A Lesson Before  

Dying came from a real 1947 Supreme Court 

case involving a Louisiana man on death row.  

Willie Francis was sentenced to execution by 

the electric chair, but the chair 

malfunctioned.  The Supreme 

Court was asked to determine if 

a second execution attempt vio-

lated Willie Francis’s Constitu-

tional rights.  In a 5 to 4 decision, the Supreme 

Court determined the re-execution was not 

cruel and unusual nor did it constitute double 

jeopardy.  Willie Francis was executed on May 

9, 1947.  Check out Gilbert King’s book about 

the case:  The Execution of Willie Francis:  Race, 

Murder, and the Search for Justice in the American 

South (364.66 King) 

(Ernest J. Gaines, “Writing a Lesson Before Dying,” in The 

Southern Review, Autumn 2005) 



About the Author 

Gaines, the oldest of twelve children, was 

born on January 15, 1933, in Oscar, Lou-

isiana, and raised on the River Lake Plan-

tation in Pointe Coupee Parish. He says he 

was raised by older peo-

ple, both men and women, 

who depended on him be-

cause he often read and 

wrote for them. However, 

in turn, he learned to re-

spect and appreciate them 

and their wisdom. He grew up in a com-

munity that valued the oral tradition of 

storytelling. Even though he says he is not 

a storyteller, he has the stories and the 

sound of the Louisiana he knew. When he 

began to write, the language was true to 

his experience. ("Ernest Gaines." Notable Black American Men Book 

II, Thomson Gale, 2006. Reproduced in Biography Resource Center. Farmington 

Hills, Mich.: Gale, 2009.)  

 

 

Other Works by Ernest J. Gaines 

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman  

Bloodline  

Catherine Carmier : A Novel  

A Gathering of Old Men  

In My Father's House  

Mozart and Leadbelly : Stories and  Es-

says  

Of Love and Dust  

Here are a few other titles with  

Louisiana settings 

 

 

Non-Fiction 

Atchafalaya Houseboat : My Years in the Louisiana Swamp, 
by Gwen Roland (976.3 Roland) 

Bayou Farewell : The Rich Life and Tragic Death of Louisi-
ana's Cajun Coast, by Mike Tidwell (917.63 
Tidwell) 

Feet on the Street : Rambles Around New Orleans, by Roy 
Blount, Jr. (917.6355 Blount) 

Miss American Pie : A Diary of Love, Secrets, and Growing 
Up in the 1970s, by Margaret Sartor (305.235 
Santor) 

Mules and Men, by Zora Neale Hurston      (398.2 
Hurston) 

On our Way to Beautiful : A Family Memoir, by Yolanda 
Young (92 Young, Yolanda) 

Fiction 

The Bad Behavior of Belle Cantrell, by Loraine Despres   
(F Despres) 

The Clearing, by Tim Gautreaux (F Gautreaux) 

Countdown, by Iris Johansen (F Johansen) 

Cry Me a River, by Ernest Hill (F Hill) 

Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood, by Rebecca Wells 
(F Wells) 

Free Man of Color, by Barbara Hambly  (M Hambly) 

Graveyard Dust, by Barbara Hambly   (M Hambly) 

Red River, by Lalita Tademy (F Tademy) 

Voodoo River, by Robert Crais (M Crais) 
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The Blues 

The Blues is a truly 

American conglomera-

tion; the musical genre 

originated among Afri-

can-American    commu-

nities in the Deep South. 

While the exact origins 

of the Blues is un-

known, slave field 

hollers and work 

songs were an important precursor to the 

modern Blues.  The call and 

response  format of the blues 

can be traced back to the music 

of Africa. The Akonting, a folk 

lute of the Afri-

can Jola tribe of 

Senegambia, is a 

clear predecessor 

to the American banjo. 
 

The History of the Blues, by Francis Davis (781.643 
Davis) 

Portrait of the Blues, by Paul Trynka (781.643 Trynka) 

The Spirituals and the Blues : An Interpretation, by 
James H. Cone  (781.62 Cone) 

This House on Fire : The Story of the Blues, by Craig 
Awmiller (781.643 Awmiller) 

The Blues from Robert Johnson to Robert Gray, by 
Tony Russell  (781.643 Russell) 

Blues Legacies and Black Feminism : Gertrude "Ma" 
Rainey, Bessie Smith, and Billie Holiday, by Angela Y. 
Davis (781.643 Davis) 

Bill Wyman's Blues Odyssey, by Bill Wyman with 
Richard Havers ((781.643 Wyman) 

Bluesman Robert Johnson 

AkontingñAfrican 
instrument thought 
to be the banjoõs        
predecessor. 


