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A Lesson Before Dying
« Read it: We have copies of the
novel in the Adult fiction section
e Listentoit: We have audio ver-
sions on tape and CD
« Watch it: We have the movie on
DVD



About the Author

Gaines, the oldest of twelve children, was
born on January 15, 1933, in Oscar, Lou-
isiana, and raised on the River Lake Plan-
tation in Pointe Coupee Parish. He says he
was raised by older peo-
ple, both men and women, §
who depended on him be-
cause he often read and
wrote for them. However,
in turn, he learned to re-
spect and appreciate them
and their wisdom. He grew up in a com-
munity that valued the oral tradition of
storytelling. Even though he says he is not
a storyteller, he has the stories and the
sound of the Louisiana he knew. When he
began to write, the language was true to
his experience. ("Ernest Gaines.” Notable Black American Men Book

II, Thomson Gale, 2006. Reproduced in Biography Resource Center. Farmington
Hills, Mich.: Gale, 2009.)
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The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman
Bloodline
Catherine Carmier : A Novel

A Gathering of Old Men

Here are a few other titles with
Louisiana settings

Non-Fiction

Atchafalaya Houseboat : My Years in the Lonisiana Swamp,
by Gwen Roland (976.3 Roland)

Bayou Farewell : The Rich Life and Tragic Death of Lonisi-
ana's Cajun Coast, by Mike Tidwell (917.63
Tidwell)

Feet on the Street : Rambles Around New Orleans, by Roy
Blount, Jr. (917.6355 Blount)

Miss American Pie : A Diary of Love, Secrets, and Growing
Up in the 1970s, by Margaret Sartor (305.235
Santor)

Mules and Men, by Zora Neale Hurston ~ (398.2
Hurston)

On our Way to Beauntiful : A Family Memoir, by Yolanda
Young (92 Young, Yolanda)

Fiction
The Bad Behavior of Belle Cantrell, by Loraine Despres
(F Despres)
The Clearing, by Tim Gautreaux (F Gautreaux)
Countdown, by Iris Johansen (F Johansen)
Cry Me a River, by Ernest Hill (F Hill)

Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterbood, by Rebecca Wells
(F Wells)

Free Man of Color, by Barbara Hambly (M Hambly)
Graveyard Dust, by Barbara Hambly (M Hambly)
Red River, by Lalita Tademy (F Tademy)

Voodoo River, by Robert Crais (M Crais)

The Blues
The Blues is a truly
American conglomera-
tion; the musical genre
originated among Afri-
can-American commu-
nities in the Deep South.
While the exact origins

of the Blues is un-
known, slave field Bluesman Robert Johnson
hollers and work
songs were an important precursor to the
modern Blues. The call and
response format of the blues
can be traced back to the music
of Africa. The Akonting, a folk
lute of the Afri-

Akonting African

instrument thought can Jola tribe of
to be the, banj ods,
predecessor. Senegambia, is a

clear predecessor

to the American banjo.

The History of the Bluag,Francis Davis (781.643
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Portrait of the Blubg,Paul Trynka (781.643 Trynka)

The Spirituals and the Blues : An Interpresation,
James H. Cone (781.62 Cone)

This House on Fird he Story of the BluBsCraig
Awmiller (781.643 Awmiller)

The Blues from Robert Johnson to RobeklGray
Tony Russell (781.643 Russell)
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